The Tasks Ahead of a Muslim Missionary

"And from among you there should be a party
who invite to good snd enjoin what is right
and forbid +the wrong, and these it is that
shall be successful." %Holy Qur'an III:103),

This verse of the Holy Qur'an has been con-
verted into a solid fact as the erection of
mosques vright in the heart of Christian coun-
tries,in London,in Paris and in Berlin,proves.
Muslims from all parts of the world have hoist-
ed the flag of Islam at places where hitherto
the last and perfect religion was absolutely
unknown, misrepresented or even banned,

A century old enti-Islsmic propaganda, es-
pecially in’ Europe,has creasted a deeply root-
ed conception of Islem in the heart of meany a
European which a Muslim does not even dream of.
Islam is 1looked at as the cruel religion of
the pseudo-prophet Mohammed, it is regarded as
being something exotic, a dream of the Arabic
Nights(Alif Laila wa Laila),and entirely unfit
for Lsuropean mentality and customs. Recently
even the view has been added that Islam is the
bossom~friend of communism.

This is the so0il into which a Muslim
Missionary has to sow the seed of a proper un-
derstanding of the Qur'anic teachings. It is a
hard soil, and yet results achieved so far by
the missionary-work done in Non-Muslim coun-
tries is promising indeed., Every torch-bearer
of Islam &aims at convincing as many Non-Mus-
lims as possible of the beauties of Islam and
thus enticing them to enter the fold of this
all encompassing religion.But mind you,this is
the final aim only,which is to be preceeded by
a preliminary and yet vital step; the removal
of misconceptions and misrepresentations.

Non-Muslims must be shown the true Islam.
All means at our disposal must be utilized to
present a clear and shining picture of the
values Islam harbours and of the solutions
which Islam offers to a searching humanity.

Islam is the only system which can create
everlasting peace and contentment of heart,
This conviction, which should be found in the
heart of every Muslim, should be made a spiri-
tual force which in its persuasive power is
bound to break all obstacles.

We Muslims of today must set an example to
the Non-Muslim world,an example of true Muslim
life, of true Muslim brotherhood. Be aware of
the fact,that in a world which is deprieved of
all idealism and confidence, only actions con-
vince and not mere words. We must keep our
house free from al Un-Islamic tendencies, we
must get rid of all Un-Islamic behaviour, and
be assured that this will be the best method
of missionary work which each and every one of
us can do.
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The Berlin Mosque's Diary
Januery 1 st till February 28 th, 1950

The prophet's birthdavy ovens this period's
diary. A lecture in the evening of the 3 rd of
January on life and success of the prophet Mo-
hammad{may the peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) drew far over 100 visitors to the
Imam's house. Many more had to be turned back
as the rooms at disposal are by far too small.

During the last eight weeks, Friday prayers
were attended regularly by a large number of
the Berlin Community. The Imam spoke in a se-
ries of khutbas on the 1ife of the prophet and
on the great mercy which Allah has bestowed on
us in giving us a human-being whose example we
can and should live up to.

Berlin men and women continue to show a
great deal of interest in the teachings of
Islam and visit the Sunday Morning Information
Classes, Qur'an and Hadith Lessons regularly.
The topics during Jenuarv were the position of
reason within the teachings of Islam and its
importance to the individual Muslim.During Feb-
Tuary, the Imam dealt with mvsticse in Islam,

Children's Religious Instruction Classes
are still pooular with the children and they
teke a great delight in them.Their progress in
Arabic is amazing and it is a very quaint pic-
ture to see them writing and practising this
script.

Arabic, Persian and Urdu classes were con-
tinued as usual .New-comers are constantly join-
ing the various courses which are progressing
very nicely under the instruction and careful
guidance of their lectors.

On Wednesday,the 25 th of January, the Imam
spoke to the Theosophical Society of Berlin on
the religion of Islam in general. The lecture
was very well attended and a lively and inter-
esting discussion followed. A new lecture has
been arranged for the 4th of March.

The Imam visited a public lecture on Chris-
tian Missionary work 1in Islamic countries on
the 31 st of January (for detailed report ,
please see January issue of "Orient Post").The
whole lecture consisted of an absolute misre-
presentation of the religion os Islam. It must
be assumed that this was done purposely ag the
Imam had spoken to the lector some weeks be-
fore and had explained the Qur'anic teachings
in detail.In the meantime,the Imam has written
Lo the Committee for Religious Affairs in Ber-
lin and has demanded that the speaker apoligiz-
es for the explanations he made inspite of
better knowledge and for a public discussion
to be arranged in which the lmam has the oppor-
tunity of presenting the Islamic teachings in-
their correct aspects,

In response to the receipt of the "Orient
Post", countless newspapers &and periodicals
have reached the mosque from all parts of the
world. These form a valuable addition to the
library.All community members and numerous Non-
Muslims who +visit the mosque to make use of
the opportunity to read on Wednesday and Thurs-
day evenings deeply appreciate this up-to-date
literature from the Orient.

The Imam was busy during the last weeks in
sorting the countless letters and cards which
have reached the mosque in reponse to the Im-
am's request to all Arabs for registration.
Nearly all of them are eager to return +to
their home-country., The Imam has sent all of
them questionaries which he will forward to
the Arab League as soon as they have been com~
pleted, It is our sicerest wish that the Al-
might God might bless our efforts for the bene
fit of those in need.
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DER IMAM DER MOSCHEE

BERLIN - WILMERSDORF
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Mosque Project from Stuttgart

41l of us have,at some time or another,heard
of lslamic culture., this lslamic culture has
always preserved its peculiarities without how-
ever being tied down to innumerable do's and
dont's, One of the best examples for the truth
of this statement is probably to be found in
the architectonial sphere of Islamic art and
culture.Mosques have been built in many differ-
ent parts of the world, and by no means are
those in China similar to the mosques in Arab-
ia,Turkey or Persia.It is one of the most beau-
tiful attractions of Islamic culture that its
development in the various parts of the world
is not hindered by traditions and ideas which
must be absolutely clung to.Moreover the heal-
thiest sign of a truly deep-rooted footing of
the religion of Islam in a country is when Is-
lamic culture finds its expression in the
country's own language.That means that mosques
built in China in the Pagodan stvle have be-
come part of the people's own culture,and have
not remained something exotic brought in from
the outside.

Similar is the case
built in Kuropean countries today. We can al-
ready find a plan for amosque in the European
style for warsaw,Poland.And to give our readers
a small idea of what a mosque in the European
style would look like, we are bringing in the
following two pictures and a brief description
of a design for a mosque in Stuttgart,Germany.
This design was made by a German student of
‘the Technical High School, Stuttgart. The stu-
dents were to meke a design for a church of
any confession and to tske into consideration
what rooms would be needed for the liturgical
necessities of the resvective religion. The
building-site itself had formerly seen aChris-
tian Church which was destroyed by bombs dur-
ing thé war. The designer, Nr,Fritz Goldammer,
cand.arch., had been in Egypt and therefore
chose a mosque for his design.The project con-
sists of a building along the street-side, a
quadrangular courtyard and the prayer-room it-
self.The front building is of concrete and con-
tains the reception hall, library, reading and
lecture rooms, offices and guest rooms. Two
appartments are on the first floor.The two min-
ars are glass spindels with a stair-case lead-
ing to the top.Two springs and bathrooms equipped
with hot air are off the courtyard and serve
for Wudhu purposes.The prayer-room at the far
end of the courtyard is in Qibla. The whole
building is of white concrete and descreetly
ornamented with light blue and sea-green tiles,

with mosques being
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One Year of Activity in the Echo of the Press

A few extracts from the countless articles in
the German Prees during the last year

Unity of the Islamic World

.+.As manigfold as the number of states within
the Islamic World are, with their individual
histories, political structures,military power
and economic dependance,their races and langu-
ages, the religion ties a strong unifying knot
which is plainly visible in the universal bro-
therhood of Islam, ,,.,

("Die Welt", Hamburg, 23.12.49)

A New Imam for Germany's Muslims

«..In March this year,a German Muslim,Mohammad
Aman Hobohm, took over the duties of the Imam
of the Berlin Mosque.All professions are repre
sented amongst the German Muslims, men and wo-
men and a remarkable number of young people...

("Hannoversche Presse", Hannover,13.8,49)

The Nature of Islam

..Belief in the only God,in the Divine Revela-
tions,in the Hereafter,prayers and charity are
the 5 fundamental principles of Islam &as ex-
plained in & lecture by the Imam. Far over 100
visitors received a veryv deep impression of
the teachings of Islam. ...

"Kieler Nachrichten", Kiel,3,8,49)

Why Berliners Embrace Islam

..."] need no intermediary or spokesman be-
tween God and myself"...."Many believe in God,
but such a truly religious brotherhood is sel-
dom",...."Its simplicity is its most beautiful
asset". ..,

("Die Neue Zeitung", Berlin,6.11.49)

Berlin Imam to count Arabs in Germany

....The Arab League in Cairo has requested the
imam to ascertain how many Arabs are in Germa-
ny today. It 1is expected +that many hundreds
will follow this call. ...

{"Die Neue Zeitung", Berlin,30.,11.49)

From Fehrbelliner Platz to Mecca
Imam planning Pilgrimage to Mecca

...Many Oriental and Berlin Muslims,facing the
Mihrab, knelt in prayer in the Berlin Mosque,.
They have finished 4 weeks of fasting andare
celebrating ld-ul-Fitr. ...

("Telegraf", Berlin, 29.7.49)

"Id-ul-Adha" in Wilmersdorf

«ve..ld-ul-Adha found Muslims of all nationali-
ties in the Berlin Mosque. In the evening, the
Imam spoke on the universality of the Islamic
teachings and served coffee and cake to guests

{("Die Neue Zeitung", Berlin,4.l0.49)

Perfect Arabic in Berlin

..... Arabic courses in the mosque are enjoying
great popularity with Berlin men and women. ..
("Der Tag", Berlin,7.7.49)

A Glance into the Mosgue in Berlin

....The mosque has been damaged to such an ex-
tent that it cannot be used during the winter-
months.Friday prayers,lectures and classes are
held regularly in the Imam's house. ...

("Neue Zeit", Berlin, 3.11.49)

With their races towards Mecca

The Muslim Cemetary in Berlin
...For over 200 years Muslime have been buried
here. The monument was set by Frederick the
Great in 1709, ...

("Telegraf"am Abend", Berlin,29.7.49)
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1) Non - Muslims in conversation
with the Imam after an Inform-
ation Lecture on Sunday Morning

2) Four courses for Arabic are
given in the Mosque each week

3) The Mu'azzin calls to prayers
every Friday

4) Qur'an and Hedith Lessons
follow the Information Lec-
ture on Sunday

5) Arabic and Religious Instruc-
tion Classes for children are
very popular with the youngst-
ers
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