BERLIN MOSQULE

A GLORIOUS HISTORY OF INTER-FAITH HARMONY
1924-2024



GOLDEN RULES

-This Mosque is a house of Allah. Therefore, it is also a house of peace, which is used
exclusively for prayer, sermons, and teaching about Islam.

-This Mosque is open to all Muslims for this purpose. It is also open to all peace-loving
people of all nations and religions.

-People following different schools of Islamic law, and different schools of thought, are all
welcome to attend this Mosque, and treat each other with respect.

-In this Mosque, the Friday sermon is primarily delivered in German.

-We leave our shoes outside the Mosque, symbolizing that we want to leave behind both
inner and outer impurities when entering this sacred space.

-To show respect to Allah and the other Mosque visitors, we enter the Mosque with modest
clothing and switch off all electronic devices beforehand.

-All audiovisual recordings are prohibited in the Mosque and in the community center;
exceptions may only be granted by the Imam of the Mosque

-We want to avoid any political, national, or sectarian arguments in this Mosque and behave
like brothers and sisters. A Muslim is one from whose tongue and hands others are safe.

-We all need to contribute to the maintenance and care of this Mosque as much as we
can. Every donation, however small, is welcome and helpful.

-This Mosque was built by the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement For the Propagation of Islam
(AAIIL), which continues to maintain it. Therefore, the Imam (prayer leader or his
representative) is appointed by AAIIL
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“ONLY HE CAN MAINTAIN THE MOSQUES OF
ALLAH WHO BELIEVES IN ALLAH AND THE LAST
DAY, AND KEEPS UP PRAYER AND PAYS THE
POOR-RATE AND FEARS NONE BUT ALLAH. SO
THESE IT IS WHO MAY BE OF THE GUIDED
ONES.”



WHO WAS THE
FOUNDER OF THE
AHMADIYYA
MOVEMENT?

HAZRAT MIRZA GHULAM AHMAD,
was the Reformer (Mujaddid) of the14th
Century, who founded the Ahmadiyya

Movement in Islam.

He encouraged Muslims to join his
Movement as a way to revive the original
spirit of the Qur'an and the Sunnah of the

Holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). The
guiding principle of his Movement is to give
religion precedence over worldly affairs.

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian (1835-1908) was a saintly figure who played a critical role
in the revival of Islam, revitalizing the faith of Muslims, and refuting attacks by opponents of Islam.
He was a prolific writer, a great orator and victorious debater who brought an intellectual
revolution in the religious circles of the Indian subcontinent and the Western world. His passionate
love of the Holy Quran and Holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) kindled the renaissance of Islam,
spreading from the East to capture hearts in the West. He led the way to interfaith harmony by
giving a new meaning to the concept of jihad (holy struggle) by promoting dialogue among
various faiths based on the beauty of their Holy Books. His logical approach to Islam attracted
disciples from all walks of life, including the intelligentsia, who were being influenced by atheism.
He was a devoted community organizer and prolific author, who wrote more than seventy-five
books to expound upon the power of a Living, Communicating God, the beauty of Islam, and its

timeless relevance.

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad rekindled Divine love in disillusioned hearts, and presented religion
as a vital guiding light, rather than a ritual or a relic of the past. It was his vision to spread Islam
through logical arguments by presenting the beauty and rationality of Islam. It was this vision that
provided impetus to the formation of centers of learning such as the Berlin Mosque.

"The Quran contains the answers to any
objections that have ever been made, or
will ever be made against it."
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And among you there should
be a party who invite to good
and enjoin the right and
forbid the wrong. And these
are they who are successful.

Quran (3:104)
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FOUNDING THE BERLIN MOSQULE

The idea for this historical mosque came from a dedicated and diverse group of Muslims, who felf the urgent
need for an Islamic center in Berlin in 1920. This was communicated to the Imam of the Shah Jahan mosque
in Woking, England, and passed on to the Lahore Ahmadiyya Center in Lahore, Pakistan. The Head of the
Movement, Maulana Muhammad Ali, made an appeal for donations to establish Islamic centers in Europe.

Maulana Sadruddin and Maulvi Abdul Majid helped lay the groundwork for the Berlin Mosque in the initial
stages, with support from Muslims in Berlin. In July 1923, a two-acre parcel of land, belonging to the local
Municipal Committee, was purchased by the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement. Inspiration for the Mosque's
architecture was taken from the Taj Mahal in Agra, the Badshahi Mosque in Lahore, and Islamic architecture in
Alhambra, Spain, making it a rare specimen of architecture and an ornament of Berlin. The architect supervising
the project was Karl August Hermann. The construction of the Mosque proceeded steadily, despite malicious
rumors from some quarters. As the beautiful Mosque emerged, it really helped spread the positive image of the
Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement as a dedicated organization committed to the promotion of Islam as a peaceful,
rational, and welcoming religion, and committed to removing misconceptions about the pristine faith of Islam.
During the construction of the Mosque, Maulana Sadruddin continued to deliver lectures on Islam, and invited
dignitaries to participate in this noble cause.

From its inception, the Mosque was built on a foundation of harmony and collaboration. The opening ceremony
of the Berlin Mosque was held on 26th April 1925, in which Maulana Sadruddin gave a speech, and Russian,
Turkish, and Iranian gentlemen addressed the gathering and talked about the importance of strengthening
muftual ties of solidarity among Muslims, and avoiding the curse of sectarianism.

After the initial stfructure was completed, more work needed to be done to complete the minarets and the dome
of the Mosque as planned, for which an impassioned appeal was made by Maulana Sadruddin and Maulana
Muhammad Ali. The members of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement donated wholeheartedly for this cause, with
notable contributions being made by the women in the form of their most valuable savings, their jewelry, which
served as a source of economic security during hard times for them. Different methods were adopted as a
means of incentive fo make children and women contribute for the noble cause. Children were asked to
contribute daily by saving some money out of their pocket money, while women would put a handful of flour into
a tin daily and every Friday a person would come and collect the flour. The money obtained by selling it was
added to the Mosque Fund. This was in addifion to the regular monthly donations and other kinds of charities in
which members participated. Building the Berlin Mosque was a labor of love and faith.

Foundation Stone Ceremony 1923
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BRIEF HISTORY OF OUR MOVEMENT

HAZRAT MAULANA NUR-UD-DIN

Maulana Nur-ud-Din (1841-1914) was a close companion of
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who was elected as his first
successor. He traveled extensively for religious learning in India,
Mecca, and Medina to study Quran, Hadith, and Eastern
medicine. He was considered a great scholar of the Holy Quran
and wrote many books to present the beauty of Islam. Under his
leadership, the Ahmadiyya Movement began fo organize
missionary activities throughout the world.

HAZRAT MAULANA MUHAMMAD AL

Maulana Muhammad Ali (1874-1951) in 1914, along with his
associates, founded in Lahore the Ahmadiyya Association for
the Propagation of Islam. Though a lawyer by training, he
dedicated his life to the service of Islam. He was the first Muslim
in the entire Islamic history whose English translation and
commentary of the Holy Quran reached the West. He also wrote
an Urdu commentary of the Holy Quran and franslated the
Hadith collection of Imam Bukhari into Urdu with a commentary.
Furthermore, he wrote more than 100 books, including his
masterpiece “The Religion of Islam”. His literature on Islam
stimulated critical thinking both in his time and in the present
era. It was in his leadership that the Berlin Mosque was
established.
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O mankind, surely We have created
you from amale and a female, and
made you tribes and families that
youmay know each other. Surely the
noblest of you with Allah is the most
dutiful of you. Surely Allah is
Knowing, Aware.

Quran:(49:13)




HAZRAT MAULANA SADR-UD-DIN

Maulana Sadr-ud-Din (1881-1981) was the founder of the Berlin Mosque
and later became the second President of the Lahore Ahmadiyya
Movement. He initially served as the Imam of the Woking Mosque in the UK
before moving to Berlin, where he laid the foundation for this historic
mosque. During his time in Germany, Maulana Sadr-ud-Din played a
pivotal role in the construction of the Berlin Mosque, which stood out as a
rare specimen of architectural beauty. From its inception, the Berlin
Mosque played a vital role in attracting the people of the West to Islam. In
1926, Muhammad Asad, famous Muslim intellectual, and Quran translator,
accepted Islam in this Mosque. The Berlin Mosque started publishing a
quarterly magazine in German called Moslemische Revue. Under the
supervision of Maulana Sadr-ud-Din, the Holy Quran was translated into
the German language and its first edition was published in 1939.

HAZRAT DR. SAEED AHMAD KHAN

Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan (1900-1996) became the third President of
the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement following a long and distinguished
career as a physician. He had a keen interest in the renovation of the
Berlin Mosque. It was his heartfelt desire to see the mosque restored
fo its original glory. He traveled far and wide to arrange finances for
the renovation of the mosque. He entrusted Mrs. Samina Malik in the
USA with the task of raising funds for the project, and she played a
crucial role in its success. Through her tireless efforts, the Berlin
Mosque was registered as a Monument of Berlin, and financial
assistance was secured from the Berlin Monument Department. As a
result, the dome of the mosque, minarets and part of the Imam house
got renovated. Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan appointed Chaudhry Saeed
Ahmad as the Imam of this historic mosque, who worked day and
night to establish it on strong footings.







HAZRAT DR. ASGHAR HAMEED

Professor Dr. Asghar Hameed Sahib (1919-2002) retired as the
Dean of the Faculty of Architecture and Planning at the
University of Engineering and Technology, Lahore. After
becoming the fourth president of the Lahore Ahmadiyya
Movement, he continued his predecessor's tradition to make
the Berlin Mosque a successful mission. He appointed Mr. A. S.
Santoe of Holland to oversee the mosque’s renovation, who
rendered great services in maintaining the mosque and raising
funds from various organizations. Under his leadership a new
architect was engaged, and the renovation was eventually
completed in 2022.

HAZRAT DR. ABDUL KARIM SAEED

The current President of Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement is
Professor Dr. Abdul Karim Saeed, who at the pinnacle of his
career as a physician sacrificed to dedicate his life o the
Movement. He continued the legacy of his predecessors in his
resolve to renovate the Berlin Mosque to its original glory. He
tfraveled extensively to collect funds for the renovation of the
mosque. More than a million Euros have been spent to renovate
this jewel in Berlin. He assigned this uphill task to Mr. Amir Aziz,
current Imam of the Berlin Mosque. Mr. Aziz, with his untiring
efforts and devotion, facilitated the renovation of the mosque.
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And Allah’s is the East and the West, so whichever way you turn, there is Allah’s
purpose. Surely Allah is Ample-giving, Knowing. Quran: (2:115)



GERMAN TRANSLATION
OF THE HOLY QURAN

In 1926, the Lahore Ahmadiyya decided to
undertake the translation of the Holy Quran into
German. The franslation by Dr. Abul Hasan Mansoor
under the supervision of Maulana Sadr-ud-Din, was
completed in 1934 in Lahore. It was subsequently
checked by Dr. Abdullah, Dr. Nazir-ul-Islam, and Dr.
Hamid Marcus. Maulana Sadr-ud-Din then went to
Berlin from April to December of 1937 to arrange for
its printing.

Dr. S. Muhammad Abdullah, diligently performed
the duties of the Imam from 1928 to 1939, and
obtained his Ph.D. from the University of Berlin.
During that time he supervised the proofreading
and printing of the German translation of the Holy
Quran. He had to leave in 1939 due to the outbreak
of war, as he was a citizen of British India. Dr.
Nazir-ul-Islam served as the Assistant Imam from
1934 to 1938. Since he had learned German, he
worked on revising the German Quran translation.
Finally, the translation came out of the press in
August 1939.

This translation of the Holy Qur'an was
appreciated in German circles. One
German scholar expressed his opinion in
the following words:

“This translation has not only
fullilled a long-felt educational and
religious need but it has also
ensured that its dissemination will
greatly spread and popularize the
knowledge ol the Quran and the
teachings of Islam.”






MOSLEMISCHE REVUE

MOSLEMISCHE
REVUE

HERAUSG D-DIN

1. Jahrgang April 192 Heft 1

In January 1924, Maulana Sadr-ud-Din started publishing a
quarterly magazine in German called Moslemische Revue, the
first Muslim magazine published in the country. Most of the
articles were conftributed by newly converted German Muslim
scholars such as Dr. Hamid Marcus, Dr. Khalid Banning and Dr.
Arif Griffelt. The magazine also featured translations of articles
written by Hazrat Maulana Muhammad Ali and Maulvi Abdul
Maijid. Maulana Fazal Karim Durrani, another Imam of the
Berlin Mosque, wrote arficles in the Moslemische Revue to
refute the objections raised against Islam by Prof. Pecker, a
well-known German scholar and Minister of Education. He also
wrote a series of articles on the Ahmadiyya Movement, which
were later published in English in the form of a book entitled
The Ahmadiyya Movement. He also expressed his thought-
provoking views on the method to be adopted in propagating
Islam in Europe.

The periodical soon became popular not only in Germany, but
also in other neighboring countries. Its articles, translated into
Croatian and other local languages, carried the message of
Islam to a wide section of people in the region. More than half
of the German Muslim converts had entered the fold of Islam
after reading its articles. Due to financial difficulties, publication
was suspended for two years. However, through the efforts of
Dr. S. Muhammad Abdullah, it was resumed in 1929 and
contfinued unfil 1939, when the Second World War broke out
and its publication had to be stopped.

This magazine continued the scholarly tradition of the Lahore
Ahmadiyya Movement, which believes that the beauty of Islam,
explained by logical arguments and reason, will win over hearts
and minds and will clarify all misunderstandings about Islam.
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Wilmersdorf

Berlins erste Moschee ofinet
1 fur Nicht-Muslime -

auc
und prominente Besucher

SONNABEND, 23. MARZ 1929

exotischen, prichtigen Baus die Augen der Ber-

liner. Die Rede ist natiirlich von der Wilmers-
dorfer Moschee, die im Mirz vergangenen Jahres
die Pforten 6ffnete - nach vierjihriger Bauzeit. Der
Vorbeter der Gemeinde, Imam Sadr ud-Din, will
den Ort als Begegnungsstitte fiir Gliubige aller Kon-
fessionen verstanden wissen: Unsere Moschee
wird, hoffe ich, von der Einheit Gottes und der Brii-
derlichkeit unter den Menschen eine beredte Spra-
che sprechen. Dieses Gotteshaus soll verkiinden,
dass es nur einen einzigen Gott tiber uns allen gibt,
der zugleich der Gott aller Volker ist.” Dier Imam ist
deshalb auch iiberzeugt, dass sich seine Glaubens-
richtung in Berlin gut zu den anderen gesellen und
auch neue Anhinger finden wird: ,Der Islam ist
nicht nur eine von den finf groffen Weltreligionen,
sondern er ist die Religion der Menschheit schlecht-
hin. Er gehiirt keinem besonderen Volke, auch kei-
nem besonderen Lande zu®, sagt er.

Doch auch wer den Ubertritt zum orientalischen
Glauben nicht vollziehen mochte, dirfte an den Ver-
anstaltungen der moslemischen Gemeinde Inte-
resse finden. ,,Im Mittelpunkt unserer Zusammen-
kiinfte stehen Vortrige, die iber den Islam, seine
religifise und kulturelle Bedeutung und iiber The-
men der vergleichenden Religionswissenschaft ge-
halten werden®, sagt der Schriftsteller Hugo Mar-
cus, der in der Gemeinde die Geschifte fithrt. Und
Marcus, der vom mosaischen Glauben zum Moha-
medanertum konvertierte, verspricht: , Die Mitglied-
schaft und der gastweise Besuch steht gleichfalls An-
gehorigen aller Bekenntnisse, aller Rassen und Klas-
sen offen. Und Christen, Juden, Freidenker sind uns
ebenso willkommen wie unsere moslemischen Brii-
der. Wir beschriinken uns nach keiner Richtung.”
Viele Berliner sind der Einladung der Gemeinde be-
reits gefolgt und haben Veranstaltungen im mosle-
mischen Gotteshaus besucht - unter ihnen so be-
kannte wie Albert Einstein, Martin Buber, Martin
Miemdller, Thomas Mann und Hermann Hesse.

Von politischen Unterhaltungen jeder Art bittet
die Moslemische Gemeinschaft abzusehen. Die Zu-
sammenkiinfte finden jeden ersten Freitag im Monat
um8. 30 Uhrim Hause neben der Moschee, Brienner
Strafie 7, statt.

f 'I'I eit einem Jahr nun erfreut der Anblick dieses

JorANNES C. BOCKENHEIMER

FAMOUS PEOPLE
VISITED THE
BERLIN MOSQUE

CRESCENT OVER WILMERSDORF
Berlin's first mosque also opens for non-Muslims
and prominent visitors Saturday, March 23rd,
1929

For a year now, the sight of this exotic, magnificent
construction has delighted the eyes of Berliners. We refer, of
course, to the Wilmersdorfer Mosque, which opened its doors
in March of last year — after four years of construction work.
The congregational prayer leader, Imam Sadr-ud-Din, wants
the place to be known as a meeting place for believers of all
confessions: “Our mosque will, | hope, speak eloquently of the
Unity of God and the brotherhood of man. This house of God is
going to proclaim that there is only one God over all of us, who
is at the same time the God of all peoples.” The imam is also
convinced, therefore, that his faith in Berlin will be of benefit to
those of other communities and even find new followers: “Islam
is not only one of the five major world religions, but it is the
religion of humanity par excellence. It does not belong to any
particular people or even to any particular country,” he says.
Rather, even those who do not wish to adopt the Eastern faith
should be interested in the Muslim community’s functions. “At
the center of our meetings are the lectures held on Islam, its
religious and cultural significance, and on topics in the
comparative study of religion,” says writer Hugo Marcus, who is
the business manager for the community. And Marcus, who
converted from the Mosaic to the Mohammedan faith, gives
this undertaking: “Fellowship and hospitality are open in the
same way fo those of all confessions, races and classes. And
Christians, Jews, free thinkers are as welcome as our Muslim
brothers and sisters. We do not restrict ourselves to any one
creed.” Many Berliners have already availed themselves of the
community’s invitation and have attended events in the Muslim
place of worship — among them such well-known figures as
Albert Einstein, Martin Buber, Martin Niemoller, Thomas Mann
and Hermann Hesse. The Muslim community requests
abstention from political discussion of any kind. The meetings
take place every first Friday of the month at 8.30 a.m. in the
house next to the mosque, Brienner StraBe 7.

JOHANNES C. BOCKENHEIMER






GERMAN MUSLIM SOCIETY IN BERLIN

On 22nd March 1930, the German Muslim Society was formed. It comprised of
Dr. Hamid Marcus as President, Professor Dr. Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah as
General Secretary, and some other notable Muslim and non-Muslim members.
Imam Dr. Muhammad Abdullah organized the Islamic activities of the Mission
and reactivated the German Muslim Society, which played an effective role in
informing Berlin’s educated circles of the Mosque's activities. At the meetings of
the Society, Dr Hamid Marcus and other new German Muslims delivered
scholarly discourses on various topics. From ftime to time, many scholars of
various schools of thought delivered talks and took part in the discussions on
this forum.

The German Muslim Society was the first to celebrate the Holy Prophet’s (peace
be upon him) birthday, for which the Mosque and Imam House were illuminated
with traditional lights, a unique event in Berlin’s history.
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Say: O People of the Book, come to an equitable word between us and you, that we shall
servenone but Allah and that we shall not set up any partner with Him, and that
some of us shall not take others for lords besides Allah. But if they turn away, then say:
Bear witness, we are Muslims. Quran: (3:64)







WORLD WAR TWO,

(19352-1945)

The Berlin Mosque was affected during World War Two
in several ways. It forced Dr. S. Muhammad Abdullah,
who was diligently performing the dutfies of the Imam
since 1928, to leave in 1939 since he was a British
Indian citizen. Dr. Aziz-ur-Rahman carried on the
activities of the Mosque between 1933 and 1937 as the
Assistant Imam, in the absence of Dr. Abdullah. Dr.
Nazir-ul-Islam served as the Assistant Imam from 1934
to 1938. He also served as Imam of the London Branch
between 1977 and 1981.

The contact between Berlin and the Lahore Ahmadiyya
Movement was severed until the end of the War. The
vicious air attacks launched by the Allied and American
forces on Berlin resulted in most of the city being
destroyed. The Imam House, the dome and the
minarets of the Mosque were badly damaged. Mrs.
Amina Mosler, a German Muslim lady, was the sole and
dedicated caretaker of the Berlin Mosque during parts
of the Second World War. She had founded the
Women'’s League of the German Muslim Society, which
did commendable welfare work. She reported that the
Mosque sustained little damage from the bombing until
the end of April, when fighting broke out in the
marketplaces and streets of Berlin. At that point, the
men of the S.S dug a french in the Mosque’s garden,
while Russian soldiers kept launching attacks from the
Wilmersdorf cemetery. Many of the bombs hit the
Mosque.
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During the war, Mrs. Mosler is credited with keeping
the mosque dalive and functioning as much as
possible, even though her own home was destroyed
by the bombing. In her own words: “Until the Mosque
was repaired, we made arrangements for prayers in a
room of our house. When the fighting around the
Mosque stopped, we put a huge red flag on the
Mosque and wrote in bold letters that the Mosque
was the property of British India so we did not have to
face any trouble. The printing press, where we used o
publish religious literature, was completely destroyed
by the bombing.”

At the end of the War in 1945 Maulana Muhammad Al
the President of Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement made
a passionate appeal for funds to repair the mosque,
and said, “although the dome and a minaret have
suffered some damage, the minaret which the
muezzin climbed to call the Adhaan (the call for
prayer) is unscathed. God’s name was magnified from
that minaret. Allah has shown a tfremendous sign in
saving His House and has given remarkable evidence
of His power and His existence, similar to how the
world saw the sign of Divine protection for Prophet
Abraham.”

For a few years after the war, the Lahore Ahmadiyya
Movement could not send an Imam to Berlin. Mrs.
Mosler continued to take care of the Mosque where
Turks, Yugoslavs and Tartar Muslims continued to
gather and pray on Fridays.
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POST-WAR
PERIOD
(1945-1959)

In May 1949, Muhammad Aman Hobohm, a learned and devout
German Muslim belonging to the northern German city of _
Leubec, was appointed as the Imam of the Berlin Mosque. He 4
was a German diplomat, missionary, and social worker. An
intellectual, he had been serving German diplomatic missions in
various parts of the world. A report by Reuter's Berlin
Correspondent noted that more than two hundred Berlin
Muslims attended the ceremony in Germany’s only Mosque — in
the British sector of the city — o inaugurate Imam Mohammad
Aman Hobohm as spiritual head of all German Muslims. The
inauguration was conducted by Professor Dr. Abdullah, Head of
the European Muslim Centre, who was Imam of the German
Muslims before the war. Berlin Muslims were estimated at two
hundred and twenty comprising Egyptians, Arabs, Indians,
Pakistanis, Iranians, Turks, Syrians, Yugoslavs and Germans.

Mr. Hobohm was proficient in German and English, and he also
knew Arabic, French and Latin. He started a magazine called
The Orient Post (Bareed-i Sharq) from 1950-54 in Arabic, English
and German — but could not confinue it due to financial
constraints. He served as Imam of the Berlin Mosque for almost
four years, during which eighty-two Germans entered the fold of
Islam.

In the beginning of 1959, Mr. Abdul Aziz Khan of Zaida, Mardan
was appointed Imam of the Mosque, but he could only serve for
a short period of fime, and soon returned to Pakistan.

MUHAMMAD AMAN HOBOHM 1950






FROM 1960-1987

Imam Yahya Butt was appointed the Imam of the
Berlin Mosque in 1960. He organized regular
activities at the mosque, such as weekly talks and
lectures, discussions with Christian students of
Berlin University, Interfaith lectures, and lectures at
various Muslim organisations. A series of radio
talks on significant Muslim events were broadcast
on Radio RIAS, Berlin. These talks were later
published as booklets, addressing a variety of
important and often misunderstood topics.

Maulana Butt served as Imam of the Berlin Mosque
for more than twenty-seven years during which
one hundred and seventy-five people entered the
fold of Islam, among them, a judge of the Berlin
court and several German scholars.

In 1962, the German Information Bulletin published
a brief history of the Mosque and some details
about its activities under the title “The Beautiful
Mosque of Berlin”, writing: “... It is a pleasure of
every citizen to take a newcomer to the city in his
first leisure time and to visit this most magnificent
Mosque... Muslims coming from Muslim countries
experience a spiritual joy at this place as, standing
shoulder to shoulder, they prostrate themselves
before the Almighty ... This Mosque contributes to
the repute and prestige of the city. It affords a
practical example of the majesty and tolerance of
Islam.”

The German Muslim Society was revived in 1962
with a diverse group of Muslims holding office
under the leadership of Imam Butt. Due to the
efforts of Imam Butt and the Mayor of Berlin, the
Federal Government allocated a separate piece
of land for the burial of Muslims.

With the object of promoting an atmosphere of
religious tolerance and mutual understanding
between Muslims and Christians, the birthday of
Prophet Jesus was celebrated for the first time at
the Berlin Mosque on 26 December 1964. It was
presided over by the Mayor of Berlin, Mr. William D.
Jamseroy. Mr. Kurt Aberhart, Secretary of the All
Churches Religious Organization, praised the
by the Interfaith
understanding and harmony.

efforts Imam tfo promote

In 1970, after thirty-three years, Hazrat Maulana
Sadr-ud-Din, visited the Berlin Mosque on his way
back from a month-long tour of Trinidad, Guyana
and Suriname. In June 1977, Maulana Butt visited
Muslim prisoners in the Berlin prison at the request of
the Minister of the Judiciary . He spoke with them on
different issues and presented some copies of the
German translation of the Quran.

In September 1978, Maulana Butt met the Cardinal
Secretary of Pope John Paul in a religious
conference in Rome, in which he had directed priests
to modify their past attitude towards Muslims and to
cultivate closer relations and exchange views with
them on religious issues. Maulana Butt was invited to
present the Islamic position. He spoke about the
tradition of religious tolerance within Islam, and the
practical examples it provides, since tolerance is not
just a policy in Islam, but it is a part of faith to
believe that all religions and their founders are from
God. He emphasized the respect and veneration
among the Muslims for Prophet Jesus and his
honorable mother.

In 1980, the Imam of the Berlin Mosque was invited to
Tehran by the Revolutionary Council of Iran to
participate in the celebrations of the anniversary of
the Revolution. In May of the same year, a television
documentary entitled “Muslims in Germany” was
aired featuring the Berlin Mosque. The endeavors of
the Mission were briefly introduced and interviews of
some German Muslims were shown.

During the same year, a renowned German
publishing firm, Zie Benztryn, compiled articles
written by a diverse panel of scholars about life after
death. The Islamic point of view was presented by
Imam Butt.






RENOVATION AND
ACTIVITIES OF BERLIN
MOSQUE (1987-2004)

In October 1987, Mr. Saeed Ahmad Chaudhry, a retired aircraft engineer
with a passion to serve the cause of Islam, took charge of the Berlin Muslim
Mission. The new Imam assessed the financial and organizational aspects
of the Mission, especially the repairs that the Mosque and the Mission
House required, and started to collect funds. Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, then
Head of the Movement, also made several appeals for funds for the repair
of the Berlin Mosque, since it was urgently needed. In 1993 the mosque was
included in the Berlin monument list by the Monument Department.

In 1997, an international Lahore Ahmadiyya Convention was held at the
Mosque and was attended by representatives from Pakistan, Holland,
England, Suriname, USA, and Canada. The main object was to highlight the
activities of the Mission and to launch a worldwide appeal for funds for the
repairs of the Mosque and the Mission House. It was decided to declare the
year 1997 as the “Year of the Berlin Mosque” in order to boost the
campaign for collecting funds.

Mrs. Samina Malik, from the USA, visited the Berlin Mosque in 1995 and met
with the Monument Department to arrange for the renovation of the
extensive damage to the front of the mosque, parapets, roof, dome, and
interior of the mission house. Under the supervision of Mr. Lampeitl, the
architect, Mr. Wentland from the Monument Department, and Mr. Pintsch,
an architect and member of the Pak German Association, Dr. Noman Malik
and Mrs. Samina Malik, the renovations were started and eventually
completed in four phases.

In the first phase the entire roof of the Mission House was reconstructed as
well as the parapets around the roof. In the second and third phases, the
minarets were renovated. In the fourth phase, the new dome was
constructed, and smaller domes were repaired.

On August 27th, 2001 a ceremony was held in which the cupola was lifted
by a crane and placed atop the south minaret, completing the renovations.
Mrs. Samina Malik addressed the gathering on the blessed occasion, along
with German officials, stressing the fact that they had not only preserved a
Monument, but had also helped to ensure that the spirit of Islamic peace,
tolerance, and brotherly relations which this Mosque stood for would also
endure. The minarets which had been destroyed in 1945 stood tall once
more in Berlin.

Meanwhile, Imam Saeed Chaudhry encouraged people of all faiths to visit
this beautiful historic building. According to the records maintained by the
Imam, during his time, about ten thousand visitors came to the Mosque.
They included teachers, students from schools and universities, tourists,

police officers, nursing staff, and groups from various churches. Fifty-three
persons from various nationalities entered the fold of Islam. At one point,
the Imam was able to elicit the cooperation of four German Muslims to
start a quarterly magazine, Islam Heute (Islam Today).






2004-2016

In February 2004, Riaz Ahmad Chaudhry, a
low graduate, was appointed as the new
Imam and served as Imam for a year.
Muhammad Ali, an IT programmer from
Rawalpindi, had been working in Berlin and
helped support the Mosque’s work for many
years. In July 2005, this devoted young man
took over the charge. He worked voluntarily for
nearly five years, during which time he made
essential repairs and enhanced the security
features of the Imam residence and the
Mosque. During this period, he received
support from Mr. Khalid Igbal and Mr. Nasir
Ahmad from the UK.

The basement was thoroughly cleared, and
old and unwanted items were removed.
Copies of Moslemische Revue, Orient Post,
and other books, booklets and files were
organized. More importantly, copies of
Moslemische Revue and Orient Post were
scanned and placed on the Lahore
Ahmadiyya Movement’s website.

Later, through the kind help of Dr. Gerdien
Jonker, a well-known writer and research
scholar of Berlin, the missing issues of the
Moslemische Revue were scanned from the
Central Library of Berlin, and added to the
website.

Mr. Abdul Aziz also rendered valuable services
to Berlin Mosque in assisting Imam Ch. Saeed
during very difficult fimes. The Mosque
required renovation and the Imam house
needed extensive repair. He served the
Mosque with dedication.

Prof. Zafar Igbal also served the Mosque as
acting Imam. He performed his duties with
great devotion.
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(that light is) in houses which Allah has permitted to be exalted and His

name to be remembered within them. Therein do glorify Him, in the

mornings and the evenings. Quran:(24:36 )




IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTORS

Syed Nasir Ahmad, a senior member of Lahore Ahmadiyya
Movement, played a very vital role in maintaining the Mosque. He
served and looked after the Berlin Mosque at a time when it was
most needed because due to some unavoidable circumstances
no Imam was present. Syed Nasir Ahmad used fo visit the
Mosque from England from time to fime and performed the duty
of Imam. He also compiled an English book about the history of
Berlin Mosquie. It is, in part, due to his dedicated efforts and hard
work that the glory of the Berlin Mosque has been restored.

From May 2010 to October 2011, Mr. Yasir Aziz traveled from
Sweden several times to look after the Mosque and the Imam
residence. On two occasions, between 2010-2011, Mr. S. M.
Khalid Igbal from Woking served as Imam at the Mosque. One
night in January 2011, some miscreant attempted to burn down
the Imam residence. Fortunately, the fire was extinguished, and
only the front door suffered damage. Almost all the local
newspapers, such as Die Speigel, covered the incident. The
police investigated the matter. Within a week, the culprit was
arrested. It was discovered that he was responsible also for
attacking a Turkish mosque in the area on the same night. The
door of the Imam residence was repaired.

During this period, Mr. Manfred Backhausen, a sincere and
scholarly friend of the Mosque, also volunteered his services,
contributfing fo the management of the Mosque and the Imam
residence. He also wrote a concise history of the Berlin Mosque,
gathering material that included rare photographs, and enriched
it with valuable footnotes and references.

Mr. Ahmed Saadat took over the management of the Mosque
and Imam residence from January 2011 till 2014. He managed
visitors, the Friday service, the two annual Eids, and other special
days such as the Long Night of Religions, European Heritage
Day, and Open Day. The activities at the Mosque were published
in the local dailies.

The elders and youth of AAIIL Holland played a very
commendable role in the history of the Berlin Mosque. Members
of AAIIL Holland consistently supported the Mosque, both
financially and through their active involvement. For decades,
they were dedicated to maintaining and serving the Berlin
Mosque. May Allah grant all of them the highest reward for their
selfless and devoted services.






2016-2024

On 1st July, 2016, the Lahore Ahmadiyya Center
appointed Mr. Amir Aziz as Imam of the Berlin
Mosque. The new Imam faced many challenges,
the most important of which was to oversee the
renovation of the Mosque, as well as to make it a
vibrant Islamic center.

Mr. Amir Aziz holds a Master's degree in English
language and literature. He also studied Arabic at
Al-Azhar University. He had been teaching English
and Islamic studies to O-level students in a well-
renowned school in Pakistan for 10 years.

The grand task of the renovation of the Mosque
continued under his supervision from 2016 to
2022. With the blessings of Allah, the Mosque was
completely renovated for the first time in its one
hundred year history. The entire phase was
overseen by the Berlin-based architect company
D:4.

During this period not only was the Mosque
restored to its original form, but the exterior of the
Imam House, the outer fence and the four
adjacent gardens were also renovated.
Permission was obtained for building a place for
making ablutions before prayer, and with the
generous donation of Dr. Zahid Saeed from the
USA, the ablution house was also built.

Finally, the tireless efforts and generous donations
of members of Lahore Ahmadiyya community
worldwide bore fruit. An International Convention
was organized in September 2022 to celebrate the
completion of the renovation of the Berlin Mosque.

Another important task was to protect the
archives of the Mosque, which were in a very
diloapidated state. Professor Dr. Gerdien
Jonker a historian from Erlangen University
played a very vital role in protection of the
archives. The Mosque organization and
German National Archives reached an
agreement, and as a result, the archives have
been handed over to National Archive of
Germany. The main aspect of this agreement
was that the Archives would be preserved and
digitized, which could not have been done
without incurring a huge expense.






Moving Forward

Today, by the grace of God, the Berlin Mosque stands in its full glory, as it did in the
past. It has attained its goal of bringing peace, harmony and unity among people of
various religions, races, and nationalities. The Berlin Mosque is not just a place of
worship but a symbol of the unity of humanity. The hundred years history of the
Berlin Mosque is a testimony to the fact that diverse human beings can live together
in harmony. The Berlin Mosque also assures the people of Germany in particular,
and the world in general, that the religion of Islam is a peaceful, logical, and inclusive
religion which has no place for violence and oppression.

The Berlin Mosque is a beacon of hope not only for Berlin, Germany but for the whole
world. The light of Islam, reflected in the truth, knowledge, wisdom, tolerance, logic,
and harmony that define the Berlin Mosque, will continue to illuminate the world. It
will keep on conveying the message of God: a message of love, peace, compassion,
mercy, and the universal brotherhood of humanity. The Berlin Mosque resolves to
stay true to its tfradition of serving humanity with extreme dedication and devotion.

We ask for your financial support to continue to
take this noble message to the world.
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"Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and goodly exhortation, and
argue with them in the best manner. Surely your Lord knows best him

who strays from His path, and He knows best those who go aright."
Quran: (16:125)
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THE BERLIN MUSLIM MISSION

ONE MORE SEES LIGHT
DR- MARCUS' ZEAL. FOR ISLAM

I Lirren)
Maulvi Head of the
Muslim Missiom, Ik
Terlin, sih January 1920

A little while ago | anneanced the ronversion
1o lslam of one Merr Idirektor [lanns Lohbaner
ol Heidelbery, This gres is a lormer officer
of the Kaiser's army aml is very infhntial n
circle.  An article of his, in which he gives
© story of his conversion (0 [slamy, appears in
the January issie of the Maslewische Fosue, |
expeet mich help T lim in our work,
correspondence s wi, and he often writes
o me that he bs never so hajpy as whes he reseives
4 letter frim me. wow 1 base e announce
the acceplanee of Islam of another young man.
[Ie is only 19 years ohl, but has travelled over
whole of Central Varope aml knows cvery
L of the Tyrel amd Switse
ses me most s Hat inspit
views om life are the fruits
sonal exppricnces and ohservances
and i oo could elnse yow
facé, you would think
of ripe years, who chonses
his ows what e is talking about,
1is antrance inta the fold of Lalam bas iven e
rlessness and
deep insigit ot bruils in o yiih of i years
unromman anearec The gentleman's
an is Llerr Karl Becker, .
Dr. Mareus' Lettor.
¢ much pleasure in reproducing below
a lefter tn Maulana  Mabammad Ak, from oar
Gétrman Suslim brother, 13-, Hugo Maccus whose
les oa Isln and the Drophet
have alveady introduccd him to he  world of
Ialari in general aml the readers of The Dight
in pardicular, The letter breashes & burning zeal
for the promwlygation of the Truth of Islm and
should give such of us as are pessimistic about
the spread of Islam in the West, some idea of
ihe pruspecty in store fur Lsam in those lands,
e man . of the ealibre of Dr. Marcus won b
outeause maans a pillar of streagth o thet chuie
aud the day may nol be far .hen 3 thousand

Marcas” chemhl spring wp from amidst the various
Illrnqn:m preaples and rise as vounleers to carry
buk the Torels of lslam, Lhe letter run (s :
Highly Revered Mr. President
Manl.na Muhammad All,

A:;SALAN[}-A].AIKUM! -,

Your name has been of the Ilg,'hm e“ﬂﬂl to
me for many years thivugh what 1 bave read and
heard of you, Now  Maulvi Sldc-nd-l)ln Jas
written to me and Mr. Ducani has lso informed
me that you peesonally take 3 very kind inierest
in the work which | have had the privileges to
do for the advancement of the cause of lslam.
I rannot uxpress what & help and encouragement

averwhelming, aml | have no other wish but that
[ may express my gratitude throogh serving the
rause of Islam, whish is £o sacred to all of us.
Sice 1 have opeoly declared my adherence to
Ldam, [ feel aquict anl comfort and a sequrity
in me as if alter long wanderings I have come
Jack tomy father's howe.

Meaawhile | have also received & copy of the
Holy Quran its wonderful English translation,
far which, Mr. President, we must all thank you,
A strange feeling overrame me as | hell the
sacred valame in my hands, which had come
to me through half the world, and it is my earnest
hope that we too should one day bring out a
German, trauslation of the Holy Quran, which
may mol be quite unworthy of your English
Aranslation. <

In heartfelt gratitude and reverence,
HUGD MARCUS.
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By F. K. Khaw Durrani)

+ We bad & vory rucesabal leutun at Votwinn dar-
which Maulvi Sadroud Din, the
Meslim Missionary, rather suspssed hiniaeIF. Ho ajroka
in-German, avd taices e far his prineipul festare
and the second Gimo Lo reply o seme ehjeotions.
Tha Maulvi con talk in German firly well
to'meat the requirsmonts of duily interewry
shing, aod to addrosn & lenrned songregation oo
peofound mbject Gke that of lsiam iy snaber
w of eonviction that was {n bim,
of bravady, all it wias you will,
bub s did ono's hesrt good 4o seo bim thors sianding,
ke wsual cagaging smila on his faon and the smeep
of the. baod a3 bo explained the boautios of Ielum.
t0 tha'audience numbering about sty ludivs und
gendloman,

* T lostura bad bron meanged by @ gentleman,
Harr Bowaner by name. |ie used ta be & slorgyman,
bubdeing a man of rsther silvanoed views, s
seeing that hin own convictions wera al variance with
ik tenchings of tha chinrcl, by had o resign
miaistiy, aod organizzd w repavale eongreg dion of
his owo, of enrnent men und women who, like himseld,
avuld ok e o wgees fo the leachings
ol the shureh. e inviwed Maulvi Sabib 1o bave

mbak we may call a dialogua . with Bimsell and

members of bis. congregation. Auy previens pre-
parstion on the puy of Maulvi Sabib wes therefor
oub ol 1Lo quesiion. Tho vongragation sssembicd at
6'rou in & ball oy Potedam, and v way then
decidod that insiend of a dialogae, they wonld rasber
o n leotore

" 'Phe meeting war epened by Horr Schwaner afier
whom Mnulvi Sadr od-Din Sihib spoke for abant
wap,bour, during which he Lauched up:n the safiens.
Inlnnul Ialam | After kim, the discussion beearng

iy prsition,

“ there]
apoke with great forke, a: d said, nwong acher things,

that dosus was tha Son af Gal, Manlvi Sabib's reply:
was 30 thoraugh aud crushing, rationally as wall as
irorn the Lible, tiat tho paor old judge feln qoite
coparhed, Ouier spaskors follomed. What they had
heard and laacab of lalam that night, was quite new
to them, and ey wers ansuiesus in spplanding:

it. As ta the dugirine of the soaship of
Ju, is was an exploded ides, nobody believed in it
and it wne silly to digup old graves, far old graves
yislded nothing bub ratben bones. '

The meeting luted upio 11 o'olik. As the
maating beok s up, T affsrcd some literatare which T
uad corcied alang with mo [or tha parpose nad it was
tkean by almoal ovary wne With groay avidity, A
e community han baan opaasd antto wy, and. wa
expost, that by the grass of Allab i will lesd o
wome good.
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This booklet gives an overview of the
hundred year old history of the Berlin
Mosque, shedding light on its conception,
construction, and unique architecture. The
mosqgue has been under the leadership of
a variety of Imams of the Lahore
Ahmadiyya Movement, and has

undergone extensive reconstruction and
renovation. The Berlin Mosque is not only a
National Monument of Berlin, but a vibrant
center of Islamic learning and influence,
uniting people of diverse backgrounds in
an inclusive environment.
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Contact:
Brienner Str. 7/8, 10713 Berlin
Tel: 030-87 35703

Email: berlinermoschee@aaiil.org

Donations:
Account name: AAIIL Deutschland e.V.
IBAN: 47 1009 0000 2594 7940 04
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